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Introduction 

     The goal of this project is to comprehensively examine the place name “Jackson’s Little 

Hole” as well as other variants of this name (i.e. Little Jackson Hole), and provide authoritative 

documentation of the usage of “Jackson’s Little Hole” within the geographical area known today 

as Bondurant, Wyoming.  To date there has not been an exhaustive study and analysis of the 

landscape and place name historically identified as “Jackson’s Little Hole.” 

 

     Research includes in-depth examinations of fur trapper journals and biographies, United 

States Government Geographical Surveys, chronicles of Mormon and Christian missionaries, 

letters and narratives of travelers, Post Office records, newspapers, Archives and Map 

Collections of the Museum of the Mountain Man, Brigham Young University, Wyoming State 

Archives, University of Wyoming, and other relevant primary and secondary sources.  

 

     Themes of this study include historical background and context, which involves an 

examination of people and events associated with the landscape, a historic geographical analysis, 

and a chronology of use of the landscape and the place name Jackson’s Little Hole through 

multiple periods of significance from the early 1800s to the 1940s. 
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 Jackson’s Little Hole  

Chronology of Landscape & Place Name Use 

 

 

 

Date(s)  

 

 

 

Reference/Comment  

 

 October, 

1811 

 

Wilson Price Hunt’s party of 

westbound Overland Astorians 

led by John Hoback traveled 

through the area what would 

later be named Hoback River,  

Hoback Canyon, and 

Jackson’s Little Hole1 

 

 

Astoria, or Enerprise beyond the Rocky 

Mountains by Washington Irving, 1836 

 

October, 

1812 

 

 

 

Robert Stuart’s returning 

party of Overland Astorians 

(eastbound) retraced Hunt’s 

1811 westerly route    

 

 

The Discovery of the Oregon Trail: Robert 

Stuart’s Narratives of His Overland Trip 

Eastward from Astoria, 1812-1813 edited by 

Phillip Aston Rollins, 

1935 reprinted 1995 

 

 

Fall,  1824  

 

Jedediah Smith and trappers 

passed through Green River 

Valley and a smaller valley 

about 20 miles west which 

would later be named 

Jackson’s Little Hole as well as 

Hoback River and Hoback 

Canyon  (also named later)  

The Ashley-Smith Explorations and the 

Discovery of a Central Route to the Pacific, 

1822-1829, ed. Harrison Clifford Dale, 1918 

 

 

1824 – 1840 

 

Green River Valley evolves 

into one of the most productive 

beaver trapping areas of the 

West 

 

 

Numerous sources 

See References  

                                                 
1 With the exception of author Washington Irving’s 1836 book Astoria, there are no records of explorers, fur 

trappers, traders, mountain men, or missionaries who used the name Hoback River or Hoback Canyon from 1811 

through 1871. The name Hoback River first appears on a map in 1872 and was officially accepted by the Board of 

Geographic Names in 1915. The name Hoback Canyon was also officially determined in 1915. Likewise, the name 

Jackson’s Little Hole, which almost certainly was used verbally, did not appear as written documentation until 1832.  

However for the ease of readability, the author of this survey has opted to use the names Hoback River, Hoback 

Canyon, and Jackson’s Little Hole throughout.    
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1825 

 

Rendezvous Supply System 

began 

 

 

Numerous sources  

See References  

 

1825 

 

Davey Jackson recorded as 

being in the Rocky Mountains 

with written documentation. It 

is believed that Jackson was in 

the “mountains” as early as 

1822, but there is no written 

documentable evidence to 

support that date 

 

“David E. Jackson” by Carl D. W Hays in 

The Mountain Man and the Fur Trade of the 

Far West Vol. IX edited by Leroy Hafen, 

1972  

 

 Obstinate Hope: the Western Expedition of 

Nathanial J. Wyeth by Jim Hardee, 2013 

 

 July, 1832 

 

William Sublette, Robert 

Campbell, Nathanial J. Wyeth 

traversed South Pass, Green 

River, Jackson’s Little Hole, 

and Hoback Canyon enroute to 

Rendezvous in Pierre’s Hole 

 

 “The Correspondence and Journals of 

Captain Nathanial J. Wyeth, 1831-6.”  

Sources of the History of Oregon, Vol. 1 

edited by Frederick G. Young, Oregon 

Historical Society, 1899 (pgs 157-58) 

 

 

 

August 6, 

1832 

 

Warren Ferris  

traveled from Snake River 

through Hoback Canyon to 

Jackson’s Little Hole 

 

First written use of Jackson’s 

Little Hole 

 

 

Life in the Rocky Mountains, W.A. Ferris, 

1940 

 

 

August 12, 

1832 

 

Warren Ferris 

traveled back through 

Jackson’s Little Hole. He 

refers to Hoback Canyon  as 

the “Narrows” 

 

Life in the Rocky Mountains, W.A. Ferris, 

1940  

 

August, 1832  

 

Benjamin Bonneville traveled 

from the Green River Valley 

passing through Jackson’s 

Little Hole and Hoback 

Canyon 

 

(see Bonneville 1837map entry) 

 

Adventures of Benjamin Bonneville, 

Washington Irving, 1837. Edited by 

Edgerley Todd and reprinted 1961 

  

Benjamin Bonneville: Soldier of the 

American Frontier by Edith Haroldsen 

Lovell, 1992  
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July, 1833 

 

Warren Ferris  

traveled through Jackson’s 

Little Hole and the “Narrows” 

(Hoback Canyon)    

 

 

Life in the Rocky Mountains, W.A. Ferris, 

1940 

 

July, 1833 

 

Benjamin Bonneville traveled 

via Hoback Canyon and 

Jackson’s Little Hole to 

Rendezvous being held on the 

Green River at his fort 

 

Adventures of Benjamin Bonneville, 

Washington Irving, 1837 

 

Benjamin Bonneville: Soldier of the 

American Frontier by Edith Haroldsen 

Lovell, 1992 

 

 

 

May, 1834 

 

Warren Ferris traveled 

through  Jackson’s Little Hole 

and the “Narrows” (Hoback 

Canyon) 

 

 

 

Life in the Rocky Mountains, W.A. Ferris, 

1940  

 

 

 

 

August, 1835 

 

Reverend Samuel Parker, Joe 

Meek, Jim Bridger camped in 

Jackson’s Little Hole on the 

eastern side of Hoback Canyon 

following Rendezvous 

 

Journey of an Exploring Tour Beyond the 

Rocky Mountains in 1835 by Samuel Parker, 

1840 reprinted 1967.  

(Note: Later sources have corrected 

Parker’s location to be that of Jackson’s 

Little Hole rather than Jackson’s Hole as he 

stated in his 1840 book.) 

 

Jim Bridger – Mountain Man by Stanley 

Vestal.  

1946 reprinted 1970  

 

The River of the West by Frances Fuller 

Victor, 1870 

 

1836 

 

Warren Ferris completed a 

manuscript map, which 

showed Yellowstone, Jackson’s 

Hole, Jackson’s Little Hole, 

Pierre’s Hole and many other 

landmark place names.  

First use of Jackson’s Little 

Hole on a map. 

However, his map is not 

published until 1940 

 

Original map at Brigham Young University, 

Provo, UT 

  

 Copy of map (in poster format) at Museum 

of the Mountain Man, Pinedale, WY 
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1836 

 

First published use of the name 

Hoback’s River in Astoria by 

Washington Irving 

 

Astoria, or Enterprise beyond the Rocky 

Mountains by Washington Irving. 

1836 

 

1837 

 

Osbourne Russell traveled 

through Jackson’s Little Hole 

 

Journal of a Trapper: Or Nine Years in the 

Rocky Mountains, 1834-1843.  

1921 reprinted 1965 

 

1839 

 

Washington Hood published a 

manuscript map based on data 

from William Sublette and 

others entitled “Map of the 

Rocky Mountains.” He 

identified Jackson Hole and 

Jackson’s Little Hole. The 

Hoback River is labeled 

Jacksons’ Fork 

 

 Crop of original map located at the 

National Archives.  

 

Online copy available from National Park 

Service 

 

1840 

 

Father de Smet camped at 

Jackson’s Little Hole  

 

Life, Letters, and Travels of Pierre-Jean de 

Smet, S.J., 1801-1873, edited by Hiram M. 

Chittenden, 1905 

 

1857 

 

Frederick Lander drew  

“Sketch Map of the Country 

between South Pass and City 

of Rocks” with Jackson’s Little 

Hole labeled 

 

Original map located at the National 

Archives  

 

 

1858 

 

Frederick Lander created a 

map entitled “Fort Kearney 

South Pass Honey Lake Wagon 

Road” with Jackson’s Little 

Hole labeled 

 

Map from David Rumsey Collection 

 

1858 

 

The United States War 

Department produced a 

composite map from 

government explorations from 

1840-1857 entitled “Fort 

Laramie and the Great Salt 

Lake” with Jackson Little Hole 

labeled  

 

Original map located at the National 

Archives 
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1859-60 

 

 Captain William F. Raynolds, 

Topographical Engineer 

Expedition explored the Grand 

Teton and Yellowstone regions 

with geologist Ferdinand V. 

Hayden.  Jim Bridger served 

as guide.  

 

Jackson’s Little Hole labeled, 

but in the wrong location – 

nearer today’s Hoback 

Junction. Hoback River is not 

labeled. 

 

 

Up The Winds and Over the Tetons by 

Marlene Merrill, 2012 

 

1872 

 

United States Geological 

Survey of the Territories 

embracing portions of 

Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, 

and Utah conducted by 

Ferdinand V. Hayden 

 

 Jackson’s Little Hole appears 

in the text of the Hayden’s 

report but does not appear on 

the map. Hoback River is 

labeled on survey map. 

 

 

Sixth Annual Report of United States 

Geological Survey of the Territories 

embracing portions of Montana, Idaho, 

Wyoming, and Utah by Ferdinand V. 

Hayden, 1873  

 

1878 

 

United States Geological 

Survey of the Territories 

embracing portions of 

Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, 

and Utah conducted by 

Ferdinand V. Hayden 

 

Jackson’s Little Hole does not 

appear in the text or on the 

survey map. Hoback River is 

labeled.  

 

Mushbach is the only Survey 

party member to record the 

name Little Jackson’s Hole in 

his diary, but in the wrong 

 

Twelfth Annual Report of United States 

Geological Survey of the Territories: A 

Report of Progress of the Exploration in 

Wyoming and Idaho by Ferdinand V. 

Hayden, 1883 

 

“Pioneer Diary Tells of Yellowstone Park 

Trip in 1878,” by J. E. Mushbach in The 

Billings Gazette August 16, 1936 

 

A.C. Peale Diary 1878 in F.M. Fryxell 

Collection #1638, University of Wyoming, 

American Heritage Center 
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location. (Most likely he heard 

the name from Hayden). 

Mushback also recorded the 

name Hoback’s Canyon in his 

diary.  

 

 

1893-1907-

1915 

 

General Land Office Surveys 

of Wyoming 

 

Hoback River is labeled.  

 

 

Surveys available online  
https://www.wy.blm.gov/cadastral/countyplats/sublette.htm 

 

1900 

 

Benjamin Franklin Bondurant 

became one of the first settlers 

in Hoback Basin once known 

as Jacksons’ Little Hole. His 

ranch served as the first Post 

Office, which began operation 

in 1903. Mrs. Bondurant 

worked as postmistress until 

1926. Bondurant was the Post 

Office name from 1903 until 

1935. From 1935 until 1938, 

the Post Office was named 

Triangle F Ranch. In 1938, the 

name Bondurant was 

reinstated.  

 

 

Tales of the Seeds-Ke-Dee  

Published by the Sublette County Artists’ 

Guild, 1963 

 

1915 

 

Board on Geographic Names 

decision on Hoback River and 

Hoback Canyon becomes 

official.  

Hoback’s River (possessive) 

cited as a variant in 1907. 

 

 

https://geonames.usgs.gov 

 

1946 

 

Merrill Mattes, NPS historian  

published a map entitled 

“Orientation Map of the Rocky 

Mountains” in the Pacific 

Northwest Quarterly, April, 

1946 to accompany his article 

“Jackson Hole, Crossroads of 

the Western Fur Trade, 1807-

 

Map in Pacific Northwest Quarterly 

 April, 1932 
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1929.” On that map he applied 

the name “Little Jackson 

Hole.” To this author’s 

knowledge that map was only 

published in Matte’s article.  

 

1962 

 

Merrill Mattes, NPS historian  

published a conjectural map of 

John Colter’s travels in his 

book Colter’s Hell and 

Jacksons’ Hole 

 

Jackson’s Little Hole is labeled  

as well as identifying 

(Jackson’s Fork) as a variant 

of the Hoback River.  

 

 

 

Colter’s Hell and Jackson’s Hole by Merrill 

Mattes, 1962, reprint 1971 

 

1966 

 

Jackson’s Little Hole was 

included as a place name and 

significant landmark in 

Bonney’s Guide to  Grand  

Teton National Park and 

Jackson’s Hole 

 

Bonney’s Guide to Grand Teton National 

Park and Jackson’s Hole by Orrin and 

Lorraine Bonney, 1966 
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 Jackson’s Little Hole  

 Historic Context  

 

Location  

The nine-mile long and four-mile wide valley in Sublette County, Wyoming between the head of 

Hoback Canyon and The Rim, recognized today as Bondurant,  was once known as Jackson’s 

Little Hole by hundreds of fur trappers and traders, a few missionaries, and assorted other Euro-

American travelers and explorers in the area between the early 1830s and 1878. During that time 

Jackson’s Little Hole seemed to be a common place name, which was passed on through oral 

tradition as few maps of the area were produced. With the vanishing presence of fur trappers and 

traders by the 1840s as well as government exploring expeditions by the 1880s, the name 

Jackson’s Little Hole fell into obscurity.  

 “Holes” – Today’s Valleys or Basins  

According to the United States Geological Survey’s (USGS) Geographic Names Information 

System (GNIS) any “natural depression or relatively low area enclosed by higher land 

(amphitheater, cirque, pit, sink)” is classified as a basin. In the era of fur trappers and early 

western explorers, valleys or basins surrounded by mountains or rugged terrain were identified as 

“holes.” While searching for the best beaver hunting grounds in the areas that would later 

become the states of Montana, Idaho, Utah, Colorado, and Wyoming, the roaming fur trappers 

named numerous “holes.”  Big Hole, Burnt Hole,  Pierre’s Hole, Brown’s Hole, Gardiner’s  

Hole, Jackson’s [Big] Hole, and Jackson’s Little Hole are just a few of the place names that these 

men of the mountains attached to the landscape. Most of these names have been changed such as 
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Pierre’s Hole is now Teton Basin and Jackson’s Little Hole is now Hoback Basin or Bondurant. 

Jackson Hole is one of the few “holes” that survived into the 21st century.  

Euro-American’s First Knowledge of Present-Day Western Wyoming 

In 1809-10, fur trade entrepreneur Andrew Henry established a post for his trappers on 

the Bighorn River and the Three Forks of the Missouri. After being run out by the hostile 

Blackfeet Indians, he moved farther southwest and built some cabins on Henry’s Fork of the 

Snake, near today’s St Anthony.  John Hoback, Jacob Reznor, and Edward Robinson were in the 

employ of Henry at that time and apparently explored the area around present-day Jackson Hole. 

Under supplied with equipment and food, Henry’s fur trapping excursion broke up in the spring 

of 1811.  Hoback, Robinson, and Reznor stayed in the mountains to trap and eventually headed 

east landing in today’s northeast Nebraska.   

 It was there that these three men encountered Wilson Price Hunt who was in command of 

a party of about sixty men heading to the coast of Oregon.  Hunt was in charge of the overland 

expedition of John Jacob Astor’s Pacific Fur Company. In 1810, the year before Hunt’s 

departure, Robert Stuart, a partner in the Pacific Fur Company, headed another party bound for 

Oregon via ship around Cape Horn. These two groups of men were the foundation of what Astor 

hoped would be a lucrative enterprise.  Astor founded the Pacific Fur Company in 1809 with the 

goal of establishing a trading post at the mouth of the Columbia River in Oregon. His lofty plan 

was to gather furs at this strategically positioned coastal post that could be traded with China for 

tea, silks, spices, and other Asian commodities. Astor anticipated large profits from the sale of 

these coveted goods in United States and European markets.  Upon learning of the wilderness 
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experience of Hoback, Robinson, and Reznor, Hunt engaged the three men to guide his party to 

the Columbia River.  

     Rather than travel via the Missouri River where they could encounter hostile Indians, Hoback, 

Robinson, and Renzor chose to travel overland across the area that would later become 

Wyoming. Their westward trek took them beyond the Wind and Green rivers to a then unnamed 

river and canyon, which would connect the overland excursionists with the Snake River.  

Presumably in 1810, Hoback and his two companions explored the river and canyon that would 

later bear his name and felt comfortable traveling though it even though the canyon was 

somewhat treacherous.  After experiencing the tumultuous nature of the surging watercourse of 

the Snake River also known as the Lewis Fork, Hunt’s party2, gave the river yet one more name, 

the Mad River. After making use of Henry’s old cabins at Henry’s Fork of the Snake River, Hunt 

and his entourage continued westward arriving in Oregon in February, 1812. 

On June 29, 1812, Robert Stuart and five others set out from Astoria to report the status 

of Fort Astoria to John Jacob Astor Initially, Stuart wanted to avoid the route taken by Hunt, but 

skirmishes with Crow Indians forced his party to cross over Teton Pass to Jackson Hole and 

travel down through Hoback Canyon in October, 1812. Stuart then followed the advice of a 

friendly Shoshone Indian who told them about a low lying passage through the Wind River 

Mountains. This easy route was either forgotten or overlooked for several years after Stuart’s 

return until fur trappers and traders rediscovered it in the 1820s. By the late 1830s, this easy 

route, then known as South Pass, became heavily utilized by thousands of emigrants on the 

Oregon Trail. 

                                                 
2 Hunt’s party were later called The Astorians.  
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Jackson’s Little Hole: A Thoroughfare of Travel 

In the 1820s, William Ashley and his partner Andrew Henry embarked into the Rocky 

Mountain fur trade. Hundreds of men answered Ashley’s 1822 call for “enterprising young 

men,” to become fur trappers in the West including Jim Bridger, Thomas Fitzpatrick, Jedediah 

Smith, William Sublette, and David E. Jackson, namesake of Jackson’s Hole and Jackson’s Little 

Hole. Over the next two years, Ashley launched several expeditions that resulted in varying 

degrees of success. In 1824, Smith and his men rediscovered South Pass and landed in the Green 

River Valley, which they found to be teaming with beaver. Smith’s men fanned out in the region 

of the Green River and capitalized on the rich hunting ground. Most likely, this is when the 

trappers first encountered the verdant valley with rolling hills and  extensive meadows that 

extended from the head of the Hoback Canyon to the Rim or “Low Divide”3, which would 

become known as Jackson’s Little Hole.  

Exactly when David Jackson’s name was attached to this valley as well as the large 

valley to the northwest called Jackson’s Hole, is unknown. When David Jackson actually saw the 

two “holes” that would bear his name is also unknown. Many stories of the naming of Jackson’s 

Hole and Jackson’s Little Hole abound, but modern day fur trade historians have found a lack of 

evidence that documents any specific date. At some point even the Hoback River was called 

Jackson’s Fork on a few 19th century maps. However, most historians agree that the two valleys 

or “holes” were probably David Jackson’s favorite places and the name attribution evolved from 

his personal fondness for those locales. 

                                                 
3 Frederick Lander’s 1857-58 maps identified the Rim area as a Low Divide. 
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In 1825, Ashley brought supplies to his trappers overland and thus began the famous 

Rendezvous. This resupply system would operate annually at a pre-determined location for the 

next fifteen years.4 Between 1825 and 1840, the Rendezvous as well as the bountiful supply of 

beaver kept the fur trappers and traders crossing and re-crossing the Hoback River and Jackson’s 

Little Hole on a regular basis. Fur trappers, traders, missionaries, and other explorers such as 

Warren Ferris, Osborne Russell, Joe Meek, Nathanial Wyeth, Father Pierre-Jean de Smet, 

Reverend Samuel Parker, and Captain Benjamin Bonneville all kept journals and recorded their 

pleasant respites at Jackson’s Little Hole as well as their arduous journeys through Hoback 

Canyon. 

  

Illustration from The River of the West, 1870. 

     Warren Ferris may have written the first usage of the place name Jackson’s Little Hole in 

early August 1832. He notated, “We crossed Lewis River [Snake River in Jackson’s Hole] at a 

                                                 
4 The Rendezvous was held on the upper Green River in 1833, 1835, 1836, 1837, 1839, and 1840. 
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well-known ford, where its waters are separated by several Islands, and are expanded to the 

distance of several hundred yards; but are fordable at this season for pack horses, if led 

carefully over, following the bars or shallow places. In the evening we halted on a spring, four 

miles east of Lewis River, after marching twenty-two miles. On the 5th we passed six or eight 

miles southeast, and halted on the margin of the stream, flowing from that direction. During our 

march, some of the hunters saw the bones of two men, supposed to be those killed from a party of 

seven, in the latter part of July. On the sixth we entered a dark defile [Hoback Canyon], and 

followed a zig-zag trail along the almost perpendicular side of the mountain, scarcely leaving 

space in many places for the feet of our horses; we all dismounted, and led our animals over the 

most dangerous places, but notwithstanding this precaution, three of them lost their footing, and 

were precipitated sixty or seventy feet into the river below; two were but slightly injured, having 

fortunately fallen upon their loads, which preserved them from death; but the other was instantly 

killed. At length we came out into an open valley after a march of fifteen miles, and halted in its 

eastern extremity. This small valley is called Jackson's Little Hole, in contradistinction to its 

neighbor, which we left yesterday. It was covered with herds of buffalo, numbers of which fell 

before our rifles, and supplied us with fresh meat, an article we had not possessed since we came 

into Pierre's Hole.”5 

     About a week later, Ferris made another entry in his journal stating, “On the 12th all 

arrangements, for the journey being completed, Mr. Fontenelle departed with thirty men, and the 

furs we had collected during the past year, for Fort Union at the Yellow Stone; at the same time 

Messrs. Vanderburgh and Dripps, who were now jointly acting for the American Fur Co., 

departed at the head of about ten men, intending to hunt on the source of the Missouri. We 

                                                 
5 Warren A. Ferris, Life in the Rocky Mountains, ed. Paul Phillips (Denver, CO: The Old West Publishing Company, 

1940), 156-158. 
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reached a spring, on the summit of the hill, east of Jackson's Little Hole, in the evening; and 

halted for the night. On the 14th we passed through the Narrows [Hoback Canyon], between 

Jackson's Holes; and avoided some of the difficulties we met with on our previous passage, by 

crossing the river, several times. In the evening we halted for the night near the remains of two 

men, who were killed in July last. These we collected, and deposited in a small stream, that 

discharged itself into a fork of Lewis river; that flows from Jackson's Little Hole.”6 

     The following summer in July 1833, Ferris passed through the area on his way to trade with 

the Flathead Indians. In his journal Ferris recorded that, “On the 20th of July a young man by the 

name of Newell and myself, departed at the head of an equipment destined for the Flathead 

trade. Our little party consisted of six "engages" with pack horses, and five armed Indians, 

amounting in all to thirteen armed men. It was late before we separated from the company, yet, 

notwithstanding, we marched fifteen miles, killed a fine bull, and halted on the margin of a small 

spring, in the highlands, near Jackson's Little Hole. We passed through the hole on the 

succeeding day, and encamped in the narrows below. We fortified our little encampment with a 

breastwork of logs, or in other words, we enclosed it in a timber pen. Leaving this, we passed the 

narrows, a corner of Jackson's Big Hole, crossed Lewis river, ascended the mountains, and on 

the 30th came into a region where the weather was fair, the sky cloudless above us, and the sun 

shining pleasantly, quite reverse to the appearance a short distance below.”7 

     In May 1834, Ferris once again traversed the Hoback Canyon into Jackson’s Little Hole. He 

logged in his journal, “On the twenty-fifth we passed, with our usual hazzards [sic] and 

difficulty, though fortunately without accident, through the tortuous windings, abrupt elevations, 

and percipitous [sic] descents, of the Narrows, out of which we were glad to emerge; and 

                                                 
6 Ferris, Life in the Rocky Mountains, 159-161. 
7 Ferris, Life in the Rocky Mountains, 212-214. 
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entering Jackson's Little Hole, encamped on a small branch of this fork, at the East side of the 

valley. Antelopes and buffalos were found here; and an encampment made by the company 

whose traces we observed the day previous. On the twenty-seventh we ascended the steep, rough, 

aspen covered hill, forming the east boundary of this hole, and passing down on the opposite 

side, came into the plains of Green river. We now directed our course towards "Bonnyville's 

Folly," or "Fort Nonsense," as it was more frequently called; but had proceeded a few miles 

only, when we discovered two Indians so near us that they could not hope to escape though they 

betrayed considerable anxiety at our approach.”8 

     The Rendezvous of 1835 attracted a number of noted personalities including Jim Bridger and 

Joe Meek as well as missionaries Marcus Whitman and Samuel Parker. Upon leaving the 

gathering near the end of August in the company of Bridger, Meek, and others, Parker insisted 

that the party not travel on the Sabbath. He also insisted that the mountain men attend his 

religious service. Parker recorded the event thusly: “On the 22d [August], I parted with Doct. 

Whitman…. Today we traveled twenty miles through somewhat barren country, and down 

several steep descents, and arrived at what is called Jackson’s Hole [Jackson’s Little Hole], and 

encamped up on a small stream of water….. Sabbath, 23d. Had an opportunity for rest and 

devotion services. In the afternoon we had public worship with those who understood English. 

The men conducted with great propriety, and listened with attention.”  Parker felt a sense of 

reverence for the landscape of Jackson’s Little Hole and remarked that, “the place of 

encampment was such as would naturally fill the mind with solemnity.”9 

     Fur trapper Joe Meek observed the Sabbath event a little bit differently. His chronicle 

reported, “Shortly after the arrival of Messrs Parker and Whitman, rendezvous broke up. A 

                                                 
8 Ferris, Life in the Rocky Mountains, 262-264. 
9 Samuel Parker, Journal of an Exploring Tour Beyond the Rocky Mountains (Ithaca, NY: by author, 1840), 85-86. 
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party, to which Meek was attached, moved in the direction of the Snake River head-waters, the 

missionaries accompanying them, and after making two camps, came on Saturday eve to 

Jackson's Little Hole, a small mountain valley near the larger one commonly known as Jackson's 

Hole. On the following day religious services were held in the Rocky Mountain Camp. A scene 

more unusual could hardly have transpired than that of a company of trappers listening to the 

preaching of the Word of God. Very little pious reverence marked the countenances of that wild 

and motley congregation. Curiosity, incredulity, sarcasm, or a mocking levity, were more plainly 

perceptible in the expression of the men's faces, than either devotion or the longing expectancy 

of men habitually deprived of what they once highly valued. The Indians alone showed by their 

eager listening that they desired to become acquainted with the mystery of the "Unknown 

God." The Rev. Samuel Parker preached, and the men were as politely attentive as it was in their 

reckless natures to be, until, in the midst of the discourse, a band of buffalo appeared in the 

valley, when the congregation incontinently broke up, without staying for a benediction, and 

every man made haste after his horse, gun, and rope, leaving Mr. Parker to discourse to vacant 

ground. The run was both exciting and successful. About twenty fine buffaloes were killed, and 

the choice pieces brought to camp, cooked and eaten, amidst the merriment, mixed with 

something coarser, of the hunters. On this noisy rejoicing Mr. Parker looked with a sober 

aspect: and following the dictates of his religious feeling, he rebuked the sabbath-breakers quite 

severely. Better for his influence among the men, if he had not done so, or had not eaten so 

heartily of the tender-loin afterwards, a circumstance which his irreverent critics did not fail to 

remark, to his prejudice; and upon the principle that the "partaker is as bad as the thief," they 

set down his lecture on sabbath-breaking as nothing better than pious humbug.”10  

                                                 
10 Frances Fuller Victor, The River of the West: Life and Adventure in the Rocky Mountains and Oregon (Hartford: 

Columbian Book Company, 1870), 186-187. 
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     Fur trapper Osbourne Russell, who left historians one of the best records of Yellowstone 

National Park before it was established as a park with his detailed journals, wrote upon leaving 

the Green River Rendezvous in July 1837 that, “The parties started and all traveled with Mr. 

Fontanelle's party up Green River ten miles, intending to keep in their company five or six days 

and then branch off to our first intended route. 26th—We traveled twenty miles northwest across 

a low range of hills and encamped in a valley lying on a branch of Lewis Fork called "Jackson's 

Little Hole." 27th—We traveled down this stream 18 miles northwest. This stream ran through a 

tremendous mountain in a deep, narrow can yon of rocks. The trail ran along the cliffs from 50 

to 200 feet above its bed and was so narrow in many places that only one horse could pass at a 

time for several hundred yards, and one false step would precipitate one into the chasm below. 

After leaving the canyon we encamped at a small spring in "Jackson's Big Hole," near the south 

ern extremity. 28th—Traveled up the valley north fifteen miles and encamped.”11  

     Father Pierre-Jean de Smet attended the 1840 Rendezvous and documented his departure 

heading west. He wrote, “Three days we ascended Green river, and on the 8th we crossed it, 

heading for an elevated plain which separates the waters of the Colorado from those of the 

Columbia. In this plain, as in all mountain valleys that I have traversed, flax grows in the 

greatest abundance; it is just the same as the flax that is cultivated in Belgium, except that it is 

an annual; the same stalk, calix, seed and blue flower, closing by day and opening in the 

evening. On leaving this plain, we descended several thousand feet by a trail and arrived in 

Jackson’s Hole. The slope of the surrounding mountains abounds in the rarest plants, and offers 

the amateur botanist a superb collection. The valley is seventeen miles long by five or six wide. 

                                                 
11 Osbourne Russell, Journal of a Trapper (Boise, ID: Syms-York Company, Inc., 1921), 65. 
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{Editor’s note: This was not Jackson's Hole, but a much smaller valley near the head of Hoback 

River, called Jackson's Little Hole.}”12   

     He also included a vivid description of his experience traveling through Hoback’s Canyon.  

De Smet noted, “Thence we passed into a narrow and extremely dangerous defile, which was at 

the same time picturesque and sublime. Mountains of almost perpendicular cliffs rise to the 

region of perpetual snow, and often overhang a rugged and narrow path, where every step 

threatens a fall. We followed it for seventeen miles, upon a mountain side inclined at an angle of 

45° over a torrent which rushed uproariously in cascades, hundreds of feet below our route. The 

defile was so narrow, and the mountains on either hand so high, that the sun could scarcely 

penetrate it for an hour or two of the day. Pine forests like those of Norway, balsam firs, 

ordinary poplars, cedars, mulberry trees and many other varieties cover the sides of these 

mountains.13  

The last Rendezvous was held on the Green River in 1840. By then the beaver 

populations in the West had become seriously diminished, the hat fashions of the day deemed 

that consumers preferred silk to beaver, and the financial panic of 1837 had exacted a toll on all 

American industry.  Within a few years most of the trappers had left the mountains in search of 

other endeavors to make a living. Having spent many years in the mountains, some trappers 

turned their wilderness knowledge into a useful and sought after commodity – guiding 

government expeditions and the innumerable wagon trains westbound on the Oregon Trail.    

 

 

                                                 
12 Jean Pierre de Smet, Life, Letters, and Travels of Father Pierre-Jean de Smet, S.J., 1801-1873, Vol. 1, ed. Hiram 

Chittenden (New York, NY:Francis P. Harper,1905), 221. 
13 de Smet, Life, Letters, and Travels of Father Pierre-Jean de Smet, 222. 
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Losing the Trail of Jackson’s Little Hole   

    The mass migration of emigrants through South Pass along the Oregon Trail began 

around 1840, but the hazardous route through Hoback Canyon was not suited for travel by large 

wagons, so the Oregon Trail veered southwest to the Bear River and then resumed a north-

westerly course toward the Snake and Columbia Rivers. With the mountain men no longer 

plying the streams and no other voyagers traversing the area in and around Jackson’s Little Hole, 

the landscape was rarely visited and the once common name began to vanish from the historical 

record.  

Frederick Lander, engineer of the Lander Cut-Off for the Oregon Trail from South Pass 

to Fort Hall, included Jackson’s Little Hole on his sketch map of western Wyoming in 1857 and 

on his Wagon Road map in 1858.  Jackson’s Little Hole also appeared on a 1858 government 

composite map produced by War Department map makers who consolidated information from 

several exploring expeditions from the 1840s to 1857. Lander was guided by Isaac Fraeb, son of 

mountain man Henry Fraeb and could have heard the name Jackson’s Little Hole from him.14 

In 1859-60, USGS geologist Ferdinand V. Hayden shined one of the last glimmers of 

light on Jackson’s Little Hole. In 1859-60, Captain William Raynolds conducted a government 

sponsored expedition to explore the Missouri and Yellowstone rivers and hired mountain man 

Jim Bridger as a guide. Hayden served the expedition as geologist, and thus was the major 

compiler and composer of the survey’s maps for the official government reports.     

Apparently Jim Bridger told Hayden about Jackson’s Little Hole because the place name 

does appear on his 1859-60 map. But because the expedition did not travel to Jackson’s Little 

                                                 
14 “Records of the Office of the Secretary of the Interior relating to Wagon Roads, 1857-1887,” Microfilm 

Publication M-95, Roll 6, page 454. National Archives.  
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Hole or through Hoback Canyon, Hayden misplaced Jackson’s Little Hole in a location nearer to 

present-day Hoback Junction. However, the fact that Hayden even applied the name to his map, 

although in the wrong spot, is significant for keeping Jackson’s Little Hole place name in the 

historical record. Hayden returned to Wyoming for two more USGS expeditions in 1872 and 

1878. In Hayden’s 1872 report, Jackson’s Little Hole appeared in the text (again wrongly 

located) but the place name does not appear on the map. The 1878 Hayden expedition consisted 

of several different surveys in Idaho and Wyoming. The Wyoming Wind River division 

conducted an extensive examination of the Wind River region. The place name Jackson’s Little 

Hole does not appear in the thirty-two page report penned by Orestes St. John. Moreover, 

Hoback Basin was used to identify the area once known as Jackson’s Little Hole. USGS 

topographer J.E. Mushbach, attached to the Yellowstone Park division, traveled with A. C. Peale 

from the Union Pacific station at Granger to the Green River, to the Hoback River, and through 

Hoback Canyon enroute to Yellowstone. Nonetheless, Mushbach perhaps recorded the last 

known historic usage of the name Little Jackson Hole in his diary. His diary remained unseen, 

except probably by family members, until it was printed in The Billings Gazette in 1936. While 

the maps for both the 1872 and the 1878 expeditions do not show Jackson’s Little Hole, they do 

include the Hoback River. 

Rediscovery of Jackson’s Little Hole place name in the mid-1900s 

In the 1940s, National Park Service historian, Merrill Mattes researched the fur trade in 

and around the Jackson Hole area. His research led to the publication of two journal articles in 

the Pacific Northwest Quarterly. The first article entitled “Jackson Hole, Crossroads of the 

Western Fur Trade, 1807-1829” published in the April 1946 issue contained several references to 

“Little Jackson Hole.”  Mattes obviously modified this name from the original sources that used 



23 

 

the historic designation Jackson’s Little Hole.  In addition, a composite map accompanied the 

article in which “Little Jackson Hole” was clearly labeled.  Mattes second article, “Jackson Hole, 

Crossroads of the Western Fur Trade, 1830-1840” published in January, 1948 contained 

references to Jackson’s Little Hole. The accompanying map for the 1948 issue only illustrated 

the routes of the trappers and traders.  

Mattes also wrote a small book entitled Colter’s Hell and Jackson’s Hole in 1962. On 

one of the first pages of the book is Mattes’ conjectural map of Colter’s route and trapper’s trails, 

which depicted Jackson’s Little Hole as well as the Jackson’s Fork, a little known variant name 

for the Hoback River.  

In 1966, Orrin and Lorraine Bonney wrote and published a road guide to Grand Teton 

National Park and Jackson’s Hole, which they proposed was “the most historical valley in the 

Rocky Mountains.”15 The book was set up as various driving tours with the Hoback Entrance 

(southeast) listed as Trip 1. Their entry for mile 28.7 from the Daniel Junction or mile 39.3 from 

the Hoback Junction stated, “This upper valley was Jackson’s Little Hole to the early trappers, is 

now Hoback Basin.”  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
15 Orrin and Lorraine Bonney, Bonney’s Guide: Grand Teton National Park and Jackson’s Hole (Houston, TX: by 

author, 1966, 1.  
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Five days were passed by Mr. Hunt and his

companions in the fresh meadows watered by

tlie bright Uttle mountain stream. The hunters

made great havoc among the buffaloes, and

brought in quantities of meat; the voyageurs

l)usied themselves about the fires, roasting and

stewing for present purposes, or drying provi-

sions for the journey ; the packhorses eased of

their burdens, rolled in the grass, or grazed at

large about the ample pastures ; those of the

party who had no call upon their services,

indulged in the luxury of perfect relaxation.
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and the camp presented a picture of rude feast-

ing and revelry, of mingled bustle and repose,

clmracteristic of a halt in a fine hunting

country. In the course of one of their excur-

sions, some of the men came in sight of a small

party of Indians, who instantly iled in great

apparent consternation. They immediately

returned to camp \vith the intelligence : u])on

which Mr. Hunt and four others flung tlieni-

selves upon their horses and sallied forth to

reconnoitre. After riding for about eight miles,

they came upon a wild mountain scene. A

lonely green valley stretched before them, sur-

rounded by rugged heights. A herd of buffalo

were careering madly through it
,

with a troop

of savage horsemen in full chase, plying tliem

with their bows and arrows. The appearance

of Mr. Hunt and his companions put an al)rupt

end to the hunt ; the buffalo scuttled off in one

direction, M'hile the Indians plied their laslies

and galloped off in another, as fast as their steeds

could carry them. Mr. Hunt gave clia.se;

tliere was a sliarp scamper, thougli of short

continuance. Two young Indians, who were
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indifferently mounted, were soon overtaken.

They were terri1)ly frightened, and evidently

gave themselves up for lost. By degrees their

fears were allayed by kind treatment ; but they

continued to regard the strangers with a mix-

ture of awe and wonder; for it was the first

time in their lives they had ever seen a white

man.

They belonged to a party of Snakes who had

come across the mountains on their autumnal

hunting excursion to provide buflalo meat for

the winter. Being persuaded of the peaceable

intentions of Mr. Hunt and his companions,

they willingly conducted tliem to their camp.

It was pitched in a narrow valley on the margin

of a stream. The tents were of dressed skins ;

some of them fantastically painted ; with horses

grazing about them. The approach of the party

caused a transient alarm in the camp, for these

poor Indians were ever on the look out for

truel foes. No sooner, however, did they re-

cognise the garb and complexion of their visiters,

than their apprehensions were changed into joy ;

for some of them had dealt with white men, and

u



is;

'ses

irty

^ese

for

re-

tersj

and

SllOSIIONlE HUNTERS. 147

knew them to be friendly, and to abound with

articles of singular value. They welcomed them,

therefore, to tlieir tents, set food ])efore them,

and entertained them to the best of their

power.

They had been successful in their hunt, and

their camp was full of jerked Ijuffalo meat ; all

of the choicest kind, and extremely fat. Mr.

Hunt purchased enough of them, in addition to

what had been killed and cured by his own

hunters, to load all the horses excepting those

reserved for the partners and the wife of Pierre

Dorion. He found also a few beaver skins in

their camp, for which he paid lilierally, as an

inducement for them to hunt for more ; inform-

ing them that some of his party intended to

live amcnig the mountains, and trade with the

native hunters for their peltries. The poor

Snakes soon comprehended the advantages thus

held out to them, and promised to exert them-

selves to procure a quantity of beaver skins for

future traffic.

Being now well supplied with previsions,

Mr. Hunt broke up his encampment on the
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24th of September, and continued on to the

west. A march of fifteen miles, over a moun-

tain ridge, brought them to a stream about

fifty feet in width, wliich IIol)ack, one of their

guides, Avl)o had trapped about the neighbour-

hood when in the service of Mr. Henry, recog-

nised for one of the head waters of the Cohinibia.

The travellers hailed it with delight, as the first

stream they had encountcrod tending toward

their point of destination. They kept along it

for two days, during which, from the contribu-

tion of many rills and brooks, it gradually

swelled into a small river. As it meandered

among rocks and precipices, they were fre-

quently obliged to ford it
,

and such was its

rapidity, that the men were often in danger of

being swept away. Sometimes the banks ad-

vanced so close upon the river, that they were

obliged to scramble up and down their rugged

promontories, or to skirt along their bases Avhere

there was scarce a foothold. Their horses had

dangerous falls in some of these passes. One

of them rolled, with his load, nearly two hun-

dred feet do^^l hill into the river, but without

li
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rrcclviiij^ any injury. At Icngtli tlicy emerged

from these;
stii})CM(l()US detiles, juul continued

for several miles alotiu; tlic bank of lloback's

river, throui;h one of tlio stern mountain val-

leys. Here it was joined ])
y

a river of greater

magnitude and swifter current, and tlieir united

Welters swept otf through the valley in one im-

petuous stream, wliich, from its rapidity and

turbulence, had received the name of Mad river.

At the conHuenccof these streams the travellers

encam[)ed. An iiuportj.nt point in their arduous

journey had been obtained, a few miles from

their camp rose the three vast snowy peaks

called the Tetons, or the Pih)t Knobs, the great

landmarks of the Columbia, by which they had

shaped their course through this mountain wil-

derness. By their feet flowed the rapid current

of Mad river, a stream ample enough to admit

of the navigation of canoes, and down which

they miglit possi])ly be able to steer their course

to the main body of the Columbia. The Ca-

nadian voyageurs rejoiced at the idea of once

more launching themselves upon their favourite

element ; of exchanging their horses for canoes.
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and of gliding down the bosoms of rivers, in-

stead of scrambling over the backs of moun-

tains. Others of the party, also, inexperienced

in this kind of travelling, considered their toils

and troubles as drawing to a close. They had

conquered the chief difficulties of this great

rocky barrier, and now flattered themselves with

the hope of an easy downward course for the

rest of their journey. Little did they dream of

the hardships and perils by land and water,

which were yet to be encountered in the fright-

ful wilderness that intervened between them and

the shores of the Pacific !
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Introduction to The River of the West 

Joe Meek's Years in the Rocky Mountains 

 

Preface 

This is the story of Joe Meek and his years as a mountainman. Meek came west in 

1828 as an employee of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company, and spent the next twelve 

years engaged in the fur trade. He worked for the various fur companies and later 

became a free trapper. He often traveled with Bridger's brigade, and participated many 

of the important events of the period. 

In the later years of his life, he told his story to Oregon historian Frances Fuller 

Victor, who recorded the narrative we see here. Meek had a vivid memory of his years 

in the mountains, and he enlivened the account with many entertaining anecdotes of 

mountainman life. 

This on-line book consists of the first twenty-one chapters of the original edition as 

published in 1870 by Mrs. Victor. The remaining chapters of the original edition deal 

with Meek's second career as an Oregon settler, after retiring from his life as a 

mountainman. While this material is a useful source for the history of settlement in 

Oregon, it is beyond the scope of this electronic fur-trade library, and is not included 

here. 

Bibliographical Information 

Originally published as: 

Victor, Mrs. Frances A. Fuller. The River of the West. Hartford, Connecticut and 

Toledo, Ohio: R. W. Bliss and Co., 1870. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The River of the West 

Chapter XIII 

 

 

1835. The rendezvous of the Rocky Mountain Company seldom took place without 

combining with its many wild elements, some other more civilized and refined. 

Artists, botanists, travelers, and hunters, from the busy world outside the wilderness, 

frequently claimed the companionship, if not the hospitality of the fur companies, in 

their wanderings over prairies and among mountains. Up to the year 1835, these 

visitors had been of the classes just named; men traveling either for the love of 

adventure, to prosecute discoveries in science, or to add to art the treasure of new 

scenes and subjects.  

 
 

But in this year there appeared at rendezvous two gentlemen, who had accompanied 

the St. Louis Company in its outward trip to the mountains, whose object was not the 

procurement of pleasure, or the improvement of science. They had come to found 

missions among the Indians; the Rev. Samuel Parker and Rev. Dr. Marcus Whitman; 

the first a scholarly and fastidious man, and the other possessing all the boldness, 

energy, and contempt of fastidiousness, which would have made him as good a 

mountain leader, as he was an energetic servant of the American Board of Foreign 

Missions.  

 

The cause which had brought these gentlemen to the wilderness was a little incident 

connected with the fur trade. Four Flathead Indians, in the year 1832, having heard 

enough of the Christian religion, from the few devout men connected with the fur 

companies, to desire to know more, performed a winter journey to St. Louis, and there 

made inquiry about the white man's religion. This incident, which to any one 

acquainted with Indian character, would appear a very natural one, when it became 

known to Christian churches in the United States, excited a very lively interest, and 

seemed to call upon them like a voice out of heaven, to fly to the rescue of perishing 

heathen souls. The Methodist Church was the first to respond. When Wyeth returned 

to the mountains in 1834, four missionaries accompanied him, destined for the valley 

of the Wallamet River in Oregon. In the following year, the Presbyterian Church sent 

out its agents, the two gentlemen above mentioned; one of whom, Dr. Whitman, 

subsequently located near Fort Walla-Walla.  

 



The account given by Capt. Bonneville of the Flatheads and Nez Perces, as he found 

them in 1832, before missionary labor had been among them, throws some light on 

the incident of the journey to St. Louis, which so touched the Christian heart in the 

United States. After relating his surprise at finding that the Nez Perces observed 

certain sacred days, he continues: " A few days afterwards, four of them signified that 

they were about to hunt. ' What!' exclaimed the captain, 'without guns or arrows; and 

with only one old spear ? What do you expect to kill ?' They smiled among 

themselves, but made no answer. Preparatory to the chase, they performed some 

religious rights, and offered up to the Great Spirit a few short prayers for safety and 

success; then having received the blessing of their wives, they leaped upon their 

horses and departed, leaving the whole party of Christian spectators amazed and 

rebuked by this lesson of faith and dependence on a supreme and benevolent Being. 

Accustomed as I had heretofore been to find the wretched Indian reveling in blood, 

and stained by every vice which can degrade human nature, I could scarcely realize 

the scene which I had witnessed. Wonder at such unaffected tenderness and piety, 

where it was least to have been sought, contended in all our bosoms with shame and 

confusion, at receiving such pure and wholesome instructions from creatures so far 

below us in all the arts and comforts of life.  

 

"Simply to call these people religious," continued Bonneville, "would convey but a 

faint idea of the deep hue of piety and devotion which pervades their whole conduct. 

Their honesty is immaculate, and their purity of purpose, and their observance of the 

rites of their religion, are most uniform and remarkable. They are certainly more like a 

nation of saints than a horde of savages."  

 

This was a very enthusiastic view to take of the Nez Perce character, which appeared 

all the brighter to the Captain, by contrast with the savage life which he had witnessed 

in other places, and even by contrast with the conduct of the white trappers. But the 

Nez Perces and Flatheads were, intellectually and morally, an exception to all the 

Indian tribes west of the Missouri River. Lewis and Clarke found them different from 

any others; the fur traders and the missionaries found them different; and they remain 

at this day an honorable example, for probity and piety, to both savage and civilized 

peoples.  

 

To account for this superiority is indeed difficult. The only clue to the cause is in the 

following statement of Bonneville's. "It would appear," he says, " that they had 

imbibed some notions of the Christian faith from Catholic missionaries and traders 

who had been among them. They even had a rude calender of the fasts and festivals of 

the Romish Church, and some traces of its ceremonials. These have become blended 



with their own wild rites, and present a strange medley, civilized and barbarous."  

 

Finding that these people among whom he was thrown exhibited such remarkable 

traits of character, Captain Bonneville exerted himself to make them acquainted with 

the history and spirit of Christianity. To these explanations they listened with great 

eagerness. "Many a time," he says, "was my little lodge thronged, or rather piled with 

hearers, for they lay on the ground, one leaning over the other, until there was no 

further room, all listening with greedy ears to the wonders which the Great Spirit had 

revealed to the white man. No other subject gave them half the satisfaction, or 

commanded half the attention; and but few scenes of my life remain so freshly on my 

memory, or are so pleasurably recalled to my contemplation, as these hours of 

intercourse with a distant and benighted race in the midst of the desert."  

 

It was the interest awakened by these discourses of Captain Bonneville, and possibly 

by Smith, and other traders who happened to fall in with the Nez Perces and 

Flatheads, that stimulated those four Flatheads to undertake the journey to St. Louis in 

search of information; and this it was which resulted in the establishment of missions, 

both in western Oregon, and among the tribes inhabiting the country between the two 

great branches of the Columbia.  

 

The trait of Indian character which Bonneville, in his pleased surprise at the apparent 

piety of the Nez Perces and Flatheads, failed to observe, and which the missionaries 

themselves for a long time remained oblivious to, was the material nature of their 

religious views. The Indian judges of all things by the material results. If he is 

possessed of a good natural intelligence and powers of observation, he soon discovers 

that the God of the Indian is but a feeble deity; for does he not permit the Indian to be 

defeated in war; to starve, and to freeze ? Do not the Indian medicine men often fail to 

save life, to win battles, to curse their enemies? The Indian's God, he argues, must be 

a good deal of a humbug. He sees the white men faring much better. They have guns, 

ammunition, blankets, knives, everything in plenty; and they are successful in war; are 

skillful in a thousand things the Indian knows nothing of. To be so blest implies a very 

wise and powerful Deity. To gain all these things they are eager to learn about the 

white man's God; are willing to do whatever is necessary to please and propitiate Him. 

Hence the attentiveness to the white man's discourse about his religion. Naturally 

enough they were struck with wonder at the doctrine of peace and good will; a 

doctrine so different from the law of blood by which the Indian, in his natural state, 

lives. Yet if it is good for the white men, it must be good for him; at all events he is 

anxious to try it. 



That is the course of reasoning by which an Indian is led to inquire into Christianity. It 

is a desire to better his physical, rather than his spiritual condition; for of the latter he 

has but a very faint conception. He was accustomed to desire a material Heaven, such 

a world beyond the grave, as he could only imagine from his earthly experience. 

Heaven was happiness, and happiness was plenty; therefore the most a good Indian 

could desire was to go where there should forevermore be plenty.  

 

Such was the Indian's view of religion, and it could be no other. Until the wants of the 

body have been supplied by civilization, the wants of the soul do not develop 

themselves: and until then the savage is not prepared to understand Christianity. This 

is the law of Nature and of God. Primeval man was a savage; and it was little by little, 

through thousands of years, that Christ was revealed. Every child born, even now, is a 

savage, and has to be taught civilization year after year, until he arrives at the 

possibility of comprehending spiritual religion. So every full grown barbarian is a 

child in moral development; and to expect him to comprehend those mysteries over 

which the world has agonized for centuries, is to commit the gravest error. Into this 

error fell all the missionaries who came to the wilds that lay beyond the Rocky 

Mountains. They undertook to teach religion first, and more simple matters afterward-

-building their edifice like the Irishman's chimney, by holding up the top brick, and 

putting the others under it. Failure was the result of such a process, as the record of 

the Oregon Missions sufficiently proves.  

 

The reader will pardon this digression--made necessary by the part which one of the 

gentlemen present at this years rendezvous, was destined to take in the history which 

we are writing. Shortly after the arrival of Messrs Parker and Whitman, rendezvous 

broke up. A party, to which Meek was attached, moved in the direction of the Snake 

River head-waters, the missionaries accompanying them, and after making two 

camps, came on Saturday eve to Jackson's Little Hole, a small mountain valley near 

the larger one commonly known as Jackson's Hole.  

 

On the following day religious services were held in the Rocky Mountain Camp. A 

scene more unusual could hardly have transpired than that of a company of trappers 

listening to the preaching of the Word of God. Very little pious reverence marked the 

countenances of that wild and motley congregation. Curiosity, incredulity, sarcasm, or 

a mocking levity, were more plainly perceptible in the expression of the men's faces, 

than either devotion or the longing expectancy of men habitually deprived of what 

they once highly valued. The Indians alone showed by their eager listening that they 

desired to become acquainted with the mystery of the " Unknown God."  

 



The Rev. Samuel Parker preached, and the men were as politely attentive as it was in 

their reckless natures to be, until, in the midst of the discourse, a band of buffalo 

appeared in the valley, when the congregation incontinently broke up, without staying 

for a benediction, and every man made haste after his horse, gun, and rope, leaving 

Mr. Parker to discourse to vacant ground.  

 

The run was both exciting and successful. About twenty fine buffaloes were killed, 

and the choice pieces brought to camp, cooked and eaten, amidst the merriment, 

mixed with something coarser, of the hunters. On this noisy rejoicing Mr. Parker 

looked with a sober aspect: and following the dictates of his religious feeling, he 

rebuked the sabbath-breakers quite severely. Better for his influence among the men, 

if he had not done so, or had not eaten so heartily of the tender-loin afterwards, a 

circumstance which his irreverent critics did not fail to remark, to his prejudice; and 

upon the principle that the "partaker is as bad as the thief," they set down his lecture 

on sabbath-breaking as nothing better than pious humbug.  

 

Dr. Marcus Whitman was another style of man. Whatever he thought of the wild ways 

of the mountain-men he discreetly kept to himself, preferring to teach by example 

rather than precept; and showing no fastidious contempt for any sort of rough duty he 

might be called upon to perform. So aptly indeed had he turned his hand to all manner 

of camp service on the journey to the mountains, that this abrogation of clerical 

dignity had become a source of solicitude, not to say disapproval and displeasure on 

the part of his colleague; and it was agreed between them that the Doctor should 

return to the states with the St. Louis Company, to procure recruits for the promising 

field of labor which they saw before them, while Mr. Parker continued his journey to 

the Columbia to decide upon the location of the missionary stations. The difference of 

character of the two men was clearly illustrated by the results of this understanding. 

Parker went to Vancouver, where he was hospitably entertained, and where he could 

inquire into the workings of the missionary system as pursued by the Methodist 

missionaries. His investigations not proving the labor to his taste, he sailed the 

following summer for the Sandwich Islands, and thence to New York; leaving only a 

brief note for Doctor Whitman, when he, with indefatigable exertions, arrived that 

season among the Nez Perces with a missionary company, eager for the work which 

they hoped to make as great as they believed it to be good. 
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Explorations of William Ashley
95

tains that season, pushed on to Green River and thence

south and west to the waters of the Interior Basin,

where he remained for the fall and spring hunts [1824-

1825]. Until more positive evidence is brought for

ward in support of Provot's claims, the distinction of

having discovered the South Pass may rest with Thom

as Fitzpatrick, provided, of course, that the returning

Astorians missed the actual pass itself."4

During the summer and fall of 1824, the Ashley men

were divided into two groups and both despatched be

yond the mountains to operate in that recently opened

country. Jeifjiah Smilh.commanded the smaller di

vision, comprising only six men and William L. Sub

lette probably headed the other which was somewhat

larger. With the latter went also James Bridger, one,

Williams, one, Marshall and a score of others. The

two divisions seem to have set out together and to have

met Thomas Fitzpatrick on the Sweetwater as he was

returning.1" Provot and LeClerc with their men may

also have accompanied them a portion of the distance.

Following the great primitive highway soon to be

known the country over as the Oregon Trail, they

emerged from the South Pass, striking the waters of

the two Sandys, tributaries of Green River. Here they

separated.

Smith with his men crossed from the head waters oi;

Green River to the Lewis fork of the Columbia [Snake

River], which they followed down for a hundred miles

or so, and then struck across country to Clark's fork of

the Columbia."8 Their route was probably the re-|

178 See page 39.

177 St. Louis Reveille, March 1, 1847.

178 Compare page 45. Ross, Alexander. "Journal of the Snake River

Expedition, 1824," in Oregon Historical Society, Quarterly, vol. xiv, 385.

Ross, A. Fur Hunters of the Far West, vol. ii, 127.
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96 The Ashley-Smith Explorations

verse of that of the returning Astorians.1™ In the

course of their wanderings, they secured a large quanti

ty of beaver on the streams tributary to Green and

Snake Rivers, which they packed along with them.

Late in September or early in October, they fell in

with a party of Iroquois under command of one, Pierre,

who had been detached, June 16, from the main Snake

River expedition of the Hudson's Bay Company, con

ducted this year by Alexander Ross.180 These Indians

were in a pitiful condition. In the course of their wan

derings they had penetrated far to the south of Snake

River, probably as far as the Interior Basin, where they

had believed themselves secure. A war party of Snakes,

however, discovering them shortly before the Ameri

cans appeared, had robbed them not only of a consider

able portion of their furs but had stolen their traps and

guns as well. Learning of their misfortune, Smith

struck a shrewd bargain, by which he agreed to relieve

them of their remaining furs, and, in return, to convey

them, so the Iroquois themselves afterwards asserted, to

179 The details of their course are given in Washington Hood's Original

Draft of a Report of a Practicable Route for Wheeled Vehicles across the

Mountains, written at Independence, August 12, 1839. He says, "After strik

ing the Colorado, or Green river, make up the stream toward its headwaters,

as far as Horse creek, one of its tributaries, follow out this last mentioned

stream to its source by a westerly course, cross the main ridge in order to

attain Jackson's Little Hole, at the headwaters of Jackson's fork [Hoback

River?]. Follow down Jackson's fork to its mouth and decline to the north

ward along Lewis's fork, passing through Jackson's Big Hole to about

twelve miles beyond the Yellowstone Pass (sic), crossing on the route a

nameless beaver stream. Here the route passes due west over another prong

of the ridge, a fraction worse than the former, followed until it has at

tained the headwaters of Pierre's fork. Proceed down this stream, keeping

on its north bank through Pierre's Hole, crossing the Big Teton, the battle

ground of the Blacksmith's fork; ford Pierre's fork eastward of the butte at

its mouth and Lewis fork also, thence pass to the mouth of Lewis fork." -

Missouri Historical Society, Hood Mss.

180 Ross, A. Fur Hunters of the Far West, vol. ii, 124. Ross ["Jour

nal of the Snake River Expedition, 1824" in Oregon Historical Society,

Quarterly, vol. xiv, 382] states that the Iroquois were despatched, June 7.
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ACQUIRES A GRENADIER. 22 I

for a while; they went away weeping. Our brothers are

burning with impatience to see you.” We thanked the

Lord together for having preserved us thus far in the

midst of so many dangers, and implored his protection

in the long journey that we had yet to make.

I had stayed four days on Green river to allow my

horses time to recover from their fatigue, to give good,

wholesome advice to the Canadian hunters, who seem to

be in great need of it, and to talk with the Indians of

various nations. On the 4th of July, I resumed my trav

els, with my Flatheads; ten brave Canadians also chose to

accompany me. A good Fleming from Ghent, Jean-Bap

tiste de Velder, an old grenadier of Napoleon, who had

left his fatherland thirty years ago, and had passed the last

fourteen in the mountains in the capacity of beaver-hunter,

generously offered to serve and aid me in all my journey

ings. He was resolved, he told me, to pass the rest of his

days in the practice of his holy religion. He had almost

forgotten the Flemish language, except his prayers and a

hymn in Flemish verses in honor of Mary, which he had

learned as a child on his mother's knees, and which he

recited every day.

Three days we ascended Green river, and on the 8th we

crossed it, heading for an elevated plain which separates

the waters of the Colorado from those of the Columbia.

In this plain, as in all mountain valleys that I have tra

versed, flax grows in the greatest abundance; it is just the

same as the flax that is cultivated in Belgium, except that

it is an annual; the same stalk, calix, seed and blue flower,

closing by day and opening in the evening. On leaving

this plain, we descended several thousand feet by a trail

and arrived in Jackson’s Hole." The slope of the sur

rounding mountains abounds in the rarest plants, and

offers the amateur botanist a superb collection. The val

46th in one of the English letters.

6 This was not Jackson's Hole, but a much smaller valley near the

head of Hoback river, called Jackson's Little Hole.
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222 A CURIOUS CRAFT.

ley is seventeen miles long by five or six wide. Thence

we passed into a narrow and extremely dangerous defile,

which was at the same time picturesque and sublime.

Mountains of almost perpendicular cliffs rise to the region

of perpetual snow, and often overhang a rugged and nar

row path, where every step threatens a fall. We followed

it for seventeen miles, upon a mountain side inclined at an

angle of 45° over a torrent which rushed uproariously in

cascades, hundreds of feet below our route. The defile

was so narrow, and the mountains on either hand so high,

that the sun could scarcely penetrate it for an hour or two

of the day. Pine forests like those of Norway, balsam

firs, ordinary poplars, cedars, mulberry trees and many

other varieties cover the sides of these mountains.

On the Ioth, after crossing the lofty mountain, we arrived

upon the banks of Henry's Fork, [Snake river] one of the

principal tributaries of Snake [Columbia] river." The

mass of snow melted during the July heat had swollen this

torrent to a prodigious height. Its roaring waters rushed

furiously down and whitened with their foam the great

blocks of granite which vainly disputed the passage with

them. The sight intimidated neither our Indians nor our

Canadians; accustomed to perils of this sort, they rushed

into the torrent on horseback and swam it. I dared not ven

ture to do likewise. To get me over, they made a kind of

sack of my skin tent; then they put all my things in and set

me on top of it. The three Flatheads who had jumped in

to guide my frail bark by swimming, told me, laughing, not

to be afraid, that I was on an excellent boat. And in fact

this machine floated on the water like a majestic swan; and

in less than ten minutes I found myself on the other bank,

where we encamped for the night.

The next day we had another high mountain to climb

through [Teton Pass] a thick pine forest, and at the top

we found snow, which had fallen in the night to the depth

6 Father De Smet is in error here and later on, page 228, in applying

the name Henry to the main Snake river.
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GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF THE TEERITOEIES. 265

present level of the included lake was found to be 249 feet above datum.
The last of this series of lakes, which we have called Phelps's Lake,
after a hunter of the region, who had seen and reported it, is hemmed
in by three moraines, according to Mr. Taggart, the outer one 162 feet,

the second 244 feet, and the third 287 feet above the lake itself, there

being no special surface-feature near the moraines on their outer side

to which to refer these levels, as to a recognizable base. In this last

case, the canon forks above, and the two arms extend in opposite direc-

tions along the line of separation between the granites and the flanking
limestones. Each ofthe two glaciers, therefore, gathered, from the rocks
overhanging it, granites on one side and limestones on the other, so

that, after their junction, the central moraine of the united glacier con-

sisted of limestone, and we find small fragments of limestone filling the
low central portion of the terminal moraine, while its high flanks, which
received the material of the lateral moraines, are composed Of the
granites, which are less easily disintegrated, and are therefore mostly in

large bowlders. ISTo remnants were anywhere seen of any lateral moraine
deposits along the courses of the glaciers. It is possible that such may
be found by more careful search, but the slopes are here so steep that
most of their lower portions are buried in the tumbling rubbish, so that
we can have little expectations of such a discovery being made.
A little south from the second large caiion south of Mount Hayden,

the limestones come forward to the front of the mountain, above the
granites, which shortly afterward disappear from sight altogether. The
length of the exposure of the granitic nucleus of the range is about
thirty miles.

About eight miles below Leigh's Lake, its outlet, which we have called

East Teton Eiver, enters the Snake. A hundred yards back from the
opposite bank stands a high, rocky butte, known as North Gros Ventre
Butte. Its northern end consists mainly of Carboniferous limestone,

dipping about 70° N. 56° E., and containing many characteristic

fossils. Along the west face of the butte, none of the lower rocks are

visible, being buried under the Post-Tertiary whitish sandstones and
marls, inclosing fragments of limestone and chert, but no fossils,, of
which all the southern part of the butte is composed ; but, near the
northeast corner, the lower part of the series of older limestones presents
the conglomeratic texture so characteristic of the Quebec Group, on the
west side of the Teton Range and elsewhere, and it is probable that
they represent that group, though no fossils could be found. Beneath
this we find gray quartzitic sandstones, which are probably of Potsdam
age.

This butte stands near the middle of the broad basin which has long
been known by the barbarous name of Jackson's Hole. This has a length
of about twenty miles, and varies from five to ten miles in width. This
includes portions of the different terraces, all of which are more or less

covered with sage-brush. Near the butte, large areas of the sage had
been burned off, and the grasses had grown up densely, forming fine

pasturage ; and on these we again encountered antelope, which had not
before been seen by us since we entered the Upper Madison Caiion. It

is said that, during the winter, when the grass is covered, they live upon
the sage itself. This plant was now full of seeds, and the innumerable
little chipmunks which burrow in the plains and hills were busy gather-
ing them, biting off the long spikes and stripping them from end to

end, passing them back and forth through the mouth, as one would an
ear of corn.

The pebbles of the terrace-gravel have thus far been mainly quartzites.
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aDtl Still continue such on the east side of the basin ; but, nearer the
western range, considerable proportions of granite and gneiss pebbles
are now mingled with them. A considerable excitement was stirred up,
a few years since, by reported discoveries of placer-gold in large quan-
tities on the Upper Snake, and many prospectors visited this region.
A small hydraulic operation was undertaken near this point; but the
gold was too fine and in too small quantities to j)ay, and the whole
region was entirely abandoned after a few mouths. The coarse gold,

found on the lower part of the Snake, appears to have entered the river

below the caiion, which is still to the southward of us.

The Gros Ventre Fork emerges from the eastern hills about opposite
the North Botte, but runs off down the valley, some eight or ten miles,

beforejoining the Snake. Passing up its caiion for a short distance, the
following section was taken :

1. White, friable, false-bedded sandstones, 10 feet.

2. Covered space, about 100 feet.

3. Irregularly-bedded, pale gray and buff, magnesian limestones, 50
to 60 feet.

" 4. Pale-red friable sandstones, darker and shaly below, 300 to 350
feet.

5. Compact, fine-grained, gray sandstone, 15 to 20 feet.

6. Brown, coarse, friable, false-bedded sandstone, 60 to 80 feet.

7. Coarse, friable, red sandstone, 40 to 60 feet.

8. Compact, dark-drab, fossilii'erous limestones, 300 to 400 feet.

Near the mouth of the caiion, the Carboniferous limestones of No. 8

form the walls, capped, as we ascend, by Nos. 7 and 6. As these pass
below the stream's level. No. 5, which forms the top of what I suppose
to be Carboniferous, coaimences a new cliff, and is covered by the
Triassic (?) beds of No. 4, which form prominent red bluffs along the
stream for many miles. The compact to vesicular, variously-colored
and partly bituminous limestones of No. 3 showed no fossils, and 1 am
uncertain whether to refer them to the Triassic or to the Jurassic, but
favor the latter reference. The covered space of No. 2 showed nothing
from which one could even infer the character of the buried strata.

The friable sandstones of No. 1, which cap the hills for some miles, are

probably late Tertiary. The dips of their false bedding imply an open
sea to the northward during their deposition, Vv'hile those of No. 6 face

eastward and southeastward. The lower beds, which should make their

appearance along the face of the mountain to the south of the Gros
Ventre, are so much covered with the partially-cemented Post-Tertiary
sands and gravels as to be not readily recognized from the plain, and
time did not permit a closer examination. Judging from the dips of the
lowest beds seen, I should expect to find here the lowest Silurian, under-
laid by metamorphic rocks, forming an axis which may connect the
Tetons with the Wind Eiver Eange.
Just south of the mouth of the Gros Ventre, ou the east side of the

Snake, stands a cluster of buttes, known as the South Gros Ventre
Buttes. The western one has a high, broad northern face of red, gray,

black, brown, and variegated porphyritic breccias, including much
jasper, but partly porous, loose-textured, and even ashy. The beds are

much distorted, but have. a general northwesterly dip. The lower end
of the butteis tapering, long and low, and appears to consist mostly of

Post-Tertiary sands and gravels. At its southern extremity it rises

quickly into a sharp butte, composed of horizontal beds of gray lime-

stone, unfossiliferous, but apparently of Carboniferous age. The same
beds form the face of the mountain to the eastward. Three other
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bnttes lie east of the more nortbern part of this one, and evidently

originally formed one with it.

These buttes greatly narrow the plain, which, immediately below
them, expands into Jackson's Little Hole, whose flats are mainly ui)on

the east side of the river and measure about four miles wide by per-

haps ten miles long. Here, also, the sage has been burned off and re-

placed by grass. For several miles, from above the mouth of the Gros
Ventre, the river has gravelly bottoms from half a mile to three-fourths

of a mile wide, cut up by the several channels and partly occupied by
beaver-dams. Of course, fords are numerous.
The only practicable pass across the Teton Range, so far as known, is

about opposite to these South Buttes; and our main party left the river

at this point. Mr. Taggart reports both slopes of the pass tolerably
regular and gentle, except for a short distance just at the summit, but
that the eastern is somewhat the steeper. The Carboniferous limestones,
which were the only rocks noticed until the summit was passed, are
nearly horizontal, have only a slight southerly or southeasterly dip

; but,
in descending the western slope, this dip increases to about 45° ; and
overlying, red, shaly sandstones, probably of Triassic age, appear at one
point on the trail, while limestones, apparently those previously referred
to -the Upper Silurian, form considerable cliff's or spurs, a short distance
to the northward. There would seem to be considerable displace-
ment thereabout. The porphyries of Pierre's Hole appear at the mouth,
of the pass, at the elevation of about 7,000 feet, and form all the foot-hills

of the mountains on the southwest side of that basin, until the actual
bottoms of the Snake are approached, where the basalt appears. The
track of the party lay so far out in the basin that there was little or no
opportunity for examining the character of anything more than the
foot-hills of the western mountains.
At the lower end of Jackson's Little Hole, the so-called Grand Canon

of the Suake commences. The river turns sharply to the eastward a,nd
cuts through the laminated sandstones which apparently overlie the
Carboniferous limestones. Just at the mouth of the caiion, the upper
terraces close in, and are capped by bastioned walls, 100 feet or more in
height, of a pale-red sandstone, overlaid, as we see in looking backfroni
lower down the canon, after this turns south again, by heavy beds of
dark-red, shaly sandstone, appearing like, and occupying nearly the
relative position of, the Triassic (?) on the Gros Ventre, except that,
below them, there come in several hundred feet of thick and thin bedded
and shaly, gray and green sandstones, with interlaminated calcareous
shales. These contain plant-remains, but so thoroughly comminuted
that I was not able to find a single recognizable fragment. At the angle of
the canon, these dip strongly to about N. 78^ E., and a long section of
them is exposed on the east side of the stream ; but in about a half mile
they become horizontal, and, again, a mile lower, at the mouth of
Hoback's Eiver, dip 10° to about S. 63° W,
Hoback's, so named for a hunter of the Pacific Fur Company in 1812,

by i\lr. Wilson G, Hunt, as reported in Irving's Astoria, brings in a
large volume of water from the eastward and jilainly drains a large
area upon the western slope of the Wind River Mountains. Its valley,
though narrow near its mouth, was at one time the favorite route for
the Indians in crossing to the Green Eiver Valley ; but, latterly, they
have preferred the Gros Ventre route for some reason. The red beds
hold a prominent place near the top of the high cliffs, for a half mile or
more above the forks, but the valley is too winding to give much of a
view. Just below here, a strong creek comes in from the west, appar-
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eiiMy draining a considerable area of -the mountain. It approaches the
river by a succession of cascades over successive layers of the sand-
stones. As we descend the river, these beds come up in two antic! in als,

one low and flat and the second mountainous, with dips reaching 70°,
and coming down steeply to the river on both sides. The axis of the
second anticlinal is occupied by a narrow fold of limestone, through
which escape several warm springs. A small cluster of these, escaping
among the gravel in the edge of the river, on the south side, emit an
abundance of sulphureted hydrogen. Though somewhat mixed with
the river-water, they gave a temperature of 117°. About a hundred
yards below this, a group of calcareous springs has built up a dam of
tuff, so as to flood several acres about the vents, which are now inacces-

sible. The general flow from the pool gave a temperature of 94°. Just
opposite these springs, in the lower part of the sandstones, as they
re-appear on the west side of the anticlinal, there are exposures of two
or three heavy beds of black, calcareous shale and friable clay, with
some harder bituminous mud-stones, which appear, from short distances,

precisely like coal outcrops. Fragments of teeth and bones, probably
belonging to amphibians, occur in these layers. Above them there are
some thick beds of chert.

Here the river turns south again, and runs for about two miles along
the west side of the anticlinal, with sharp slopes on either banks. Turn-
»ing west again, we cross three auticlinals, in the third of which" consid-

erable displacement has taken place, so that the Carboniferous comes
boldly up, and, after this, forms the mass of the mountain clear through
the caiiou. The lower portion of these beds consists largely of sand-
stones and shales, though including heavy beds of limestone ; higher
up, the limestones form a heavy mass for several hundred feet, partly

compact, partly fragmentary, overlaid finally by more shaly beds,
making a total thickness of 2,000 feet or more. A few fossils of the
genera Spi-nfer, Macrocheilus, and Zaphrentis were seen in the debris.

The lower layers weather to nearly white, while the upper ones are
strongly buff. All through this series, the caiiou is narrow, with steep,

often perpendicular, slopes and hardly any bottoms. The river mainly
occupies a deep channel, with a broad shelf of rock on one or both
sides, which is barely covered at this season. Crossing would be impos-
sible without swimming the stock. Many of the steep slopes are covered
with spruces, and their angular tops, lapping over each other, on the

opposite side of the canon, give the effect of diamond-slating on a roof,

though with the angles reversed. Upon these limestones we begin to

find again great numbers of the small maples seen farther s-outh. These
are said by the hunters to be somewhat on the increase in this region.

About ten miles through these limestones bring us to the mouth of

the caiion. Through much of its upper course the stream is quite rapid,

and almost deserves the name. Mad River, applied to this part of it by
the early trappers ; but there is little that would have proved trouble-

some *to experienced voTjageurs, and probably none that would prove
really dangerous. (See Irving's Astoria, chapter xxxi.)

The terraces, though only fragmentary through the canon, now spread
out into broad sage-covered flats on either side of the river, and the

higher slopes become much more rounded. Just at the mouth of the

caiion, John Gray's E-iver, which heads far to the south, on the divide

toward Bear Eiver, comes from the southeast, tlirough the same mountain-
mass, and with apparently just such a canon as the one we have just

left. At its mouth, a heavy mass of cemented bedded gravel shows
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GEOGRAPHICAL FIELDWORK OF THE YELLOWSTONE PARK
DIVISION.

By Henry Gannett, E. M.

LETTEB OF TRANSMITTAL.

Washington, D. C, September 26, 1881.

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith my report on the field-

work of the Yellowstone Park Division, United States Geological Survey
of the Territories, during the season of 1878.

Yery respectfully yours,
HENRY GANNETT.

Dr. F. V. Hayden.

ITINERAB T.

In accordance with instructions, the Yellowstone* Park Division
started for its field of labor on July 26, 1878, taking the field at Granger
Station, Wyoming, on the Union Pacific Railroad.
At the outset the party comprised, besides myself, Dr. A. 0. Peale,

geologist ; J. E. Mushbach and Russell West, assistant topographers;
with two packers and a cook. After entering the field of work, Messrs.
Peale and Mushbach were detached for special work in connection with
the hot springs and geysers, while Mr. W. H. Holmes joined my party
as geologist.

The route of the party to the field of work lay up the Green River
Basin, following in a general way the course of Green River. At the
mouth of Lead Creek we left the Green on our right and struck over in

a northwesterly direction to the drainage basin of Hoback's River, a
large left-hand branch of Snake River. This stream heads in the east-

ern slopes of the Wyoming Range, and in the southwestern slopes of the
Gros Ventres Mountains, and, having accumulated its waters in a basin
in the angle of these two ranges, it cuts a tremendous gorge through
the former on its way to join the Snake. This cafion has been very
much used by the Gros Ventres, Bannock, and Shoshone Indians as a

455

Curator
Highlight

Curator
Highlight



456 REPORT UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.

part of their route from the Snake River Plains to the Wind Eiver Valley
and the buffalo range, as the broad and deeply-cut trails testified. But
for many years the route had been deserted, as we found large trees
growing across the trails and completely obstructing them. The canon
is narrow, with precipitous walls, and in some places difficult and dan-
gerous for pack-animals. I am inclined to believe that only war and
hunting parties were in the habit of using it, as lodge-poles and the
other bulky paraphernalia of an Indian village would find the passage
through these defiles both difficult and dangerous in the extreme. It

was through this canon that Mr. Hunt and his companions made their

way in 1811 to the banks of the Snake or "Mad" River, in their terrible

journey to Astoria.
Hoback's River enters the Snake a few miles below the head of the

canon of the latter stream, but above its mouth the canon is not at all

difficult to traverse.

Turning northward, on reaching the Snake, my party followed up
this stream through the broad valley known as Jackson's Hole, passed
Jackson's Lake, at the head of the valley, and left the stream only at

the point where the Lewis or Lake Fork joins it, at the southern
boundary of the Yellowstone Park, where we arrived on August 9. Here
the work began. At this point we turned westward, following up a small
branch of Lewis Fork. This little stream, heading in springs at the
base of Pitchstone Plateau, we left on our right, and, crossing a low
divide, in a gap between the Teton Range and Pitchstone Plateau, we
struck Falls River, here a good-sized stream. This riverwe followed down
to the border of that great marshy valley known as Falls River Basin.
We then skirted this valley to the point of debouchement of Bechler's

Fork from the high plateau. Here we turned our backs upon Falls

River Basin, climbed the plateau on the northwest side of Bechler's
Fork, and followed its general course, keeping on the high plateau,

near its canon. Reaching its head, we struck over a low divide, and
descended to the Shoshone Geyser Basin, on Shoshone Lake. This was
on August 14. At this point I remained, detained by rainy weather,
until the 21st, occupying myself in the intervals between the showers in

surveying the Basin.
On the 20th I started, accompanied by a packer, on a trip to the Red

Mountains for the prosecution of the topographical work in and about
them, leaving the balance of the party at Shoshone Lake.
From the west end of Shoshone Lake I traveled on a direct course to

the west end of the mountain group, then climbed the range at this

end, and traveled along the crest to Mount Sheridan, being obliged to

leave the top only once, and then for only a short distance.

On the 21st, while still in the mountains, I was joined by Mr. Holmes,
and together we completed the trip, surveying the country in reach
from the Red Mountains and Flat Mountain. Returning, we touched
the northeast corner of Lewis Lake, crossed Lewis Fork at the outlet

of Shoshone Lake, and thence skirted the latter around to camp.
Immediately after returning from this trip, on the 26th, my whole

party went over to the Firehole River, and down it to the Upper Geyser
Basin. Delaying there a day, we moved down to the Lower Basin,

having left Messrs. Peale and Mushbach behind to carry on their work.
While on this march we learned for the first time that the hostile Ban-
nocks were in our vicinity. As the reports were very indefinite as to

the extent of the danger, we decided to remain where we were until

more information should reach us. Meanwhile we located our camp in
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a defensible position, corraled our stock at night, and took other pre-

cautions customary under similar circumstances. As usual, definite

information diminished the danger very much, and after two or three

days' delay we went on. Crossing to the Yellowstone by Howard's
road, we stopped two days at the Falls, then drove on down the river,

and reached the Mammoth Springs, where our supplies were stored, on
September 7. From that date to the 12th we were busied about that

place, visiting, among other points, Sepulchre Mountain and Electric

Peak.
On the 12th we started again, returning up the Yellowstone to Bar-

onette's bridge, where we crossed it, and followed up the East Fork to

a point above the mouth of Soda Butte Creek. Then leaving it, we
crossed to Pelican Creek, by which and Turbid Creek we reached Yel-

lowstone Lake. Then we followed the lake up to the head, and went
several miles up the Upper Yellowstone. Eeturning, we followed the

lake shore around to the head of the river, and thence followed the river

trail down to the Mammoth Springs, reaching them on October 2.

Having refitted, we started again, this time up the Norris road, to

survey the drainage areas of Gardiner's and Gibbon Rivers. We trav-

eled up the wagon road nearly to the head of the canon of the Gibbon,
which enabled me to connect with the work done in that neighborhood
earlier in the season. Then we skirted the east base of the Gallatin

Range, making stations on the summits; and then, the season being
far advanced, the weather being very bad, and the snow rapidly becom-
ing deeper, I judged it best to close the work, although the whole plan
had not been carried out.

We arrived finally at the Mammoth Springs on October 11, and at

Bozeman, where the party disbanded, on the 16th. The whole distance

traveled by my party is estimated at 830 miles. In the prosecution of

my work I traveled an estimated distance of 1,250 miles.

GEOGRAPHICAL, WORK.

The area assigned to me for survey during the field season of 1878
was the Yellowstone National Park, situated mainly in northwestern
Wyoming, though embracing narrow strips of Idaho and Montana.
The area is 3,312 square miles.

While a part of this region had been surveyed by the meander
method, in 1871 and 1872, by this organization, still there were large
gaps in the maps; while, in addition, the whole work required correc-

tion by the introduction of a system of triangulation. Many recon-

noissances of the Park have been made, the War Department having
sent no less than four distinct expeditions (of which more hereafter),

but all have traversed very nearly the same routes, so that the map of
any one of them is very like those of the others, differing only in mat-
ters of detail or of longitude. For this reason I have used only the
earlier maps of this organization, in so far as I have used any other
work than my own, in making up the general map ; as I had found,
experimentally, that the work of Schonborn and of Bechler was at least

as good as any other which had been done in the region, and covered
all the country which any of the others do.

Within the Park Mr. Wilson located three primary points—Electric
Peak and Mounts Washburn and Sheridan. Starting from these, I
established a large number of secondary points, distributed over the
Park to as good advantage as the topographical conditions would ad-
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746 JACKSON HOLE.

often passed their winters there. In ascending the Yellow

stone from the Great Bend to its source, a series of canons

is passed between which the valley spreads out into open

parks, where the bottom lands and hillsides are carpeted, like

the green hills of France, with meadows so uniform and

lawn-like as scarcely to seem the product of unaided nature.

In an open valley of most attractive surroundings on one

of the upper tributaries of the Yellowstone, a free trapper,

Johnson Gardner, plied his trade as far back as 1830, and

gave the river and valley his name. " Gardner's Hole " was

the uncouth name of this beautiful spot which every tourist

now sees as he enters the Yellowstone National Park.

South of this government reservation lies one of the

most celebrated of all the mountain valleys, still known by

the name first given it, Jackson Hole.1 The name em

braces the whole valley along the eastern base of the Tetons

from the north shore of Jackson Lake to the mouth of the

Little Grosventre river, a distance of upward of forty

miles.

A most striking feature of this wonderful valley is its

extremely flat topography, surrounded as it is by some of

the most rugged mountains on the continent. Its beauty

is greatly enhanced by the presence of several lakes which

lie immediately at the base of the Teton range, and in whose

placid surfaces these mountains stand reflected as from the

most perfect mirror. The landscape thus formed has been

the despair of painters of natural scenery since the valley

became frequented by students of nature. Neither pen nor

pencil, nor the modern perfection of the photographic art.

can reproduce its marvelous beauty.

Whatever the trapper may have thought of the scenic at

traction of this valley, he certainly loved the spot, and it was

always one of his favorite haunts. It was a most conven

ient base of operations. From north to south through it

flowed the Snake river, with its sources mainly in the Yel-

1 Named for David Jackson, of the firm of Smith, Jackson and Sub

lette, who did business in this region from 1826 to 1830. (Ferris.)
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lowstone Park farther to the north. Three large tributaries

joined the main stream in this vicinity and all were full of

beaver when the trapper first visited them. Jackson Hole

was thus a point from which small trapping parties could

explore the many branches of these larger streams and to

which they could return with the fruits of their labors. It

was probably also safer from Indian incursions than were

other valleys less difficult of access. There was no easy way

to get into it, and from most directions it was then, and is

still, exceedingly difficult to enter it at all.

Another valley which bore the name of Jackson was

Jackson's Little Hole. It was situated at the source of

Hoback river just across the Divide from Green river, and

was the first camping place after leaving Green river for

Jackson or Pierre's Hole.

From Jackson Hole a trail led across Teton Pass to the

scarcely less celebrated locality of Pierre's Hole.2 The Te

ton or Pierre river drains the western slope of the Teton

mountains. It rises in Teton Pass, and flows slightly west

of north for about thirty miles, when it turns due west and

flows into Henry Fork of Snake river. It was that portion

of the valley that lay along the northerly course of the

stream to which the name Pierre's Hole applied. The open

valley is about twenty-five miles long, and five to fifteen

broad. On the right hand, looking down stream, rises the

mighty wall of the Teton range, while on the left is the

much less lofty range of the Snake River mountains.

Through the center of the valley wound the inevitable line

of trees which showed where the waters from the mountains

were flowing, and many a tributary could be discovered

coming in from the highlands on either side. The valley

is a most attractive one, and is now being rapidly filled up

with industrious settlers.

Pierre's Hole was a particularly favorite resort of the

trader. Several of the annual rendezvous were held here

1 " It receives its name from an Iroquois chieftain, who first discovered

it, and was killed in 1827 on the source of the Jefferson river." (Ferris.)
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ship with Struthers Burt.-^" When the partnership failed after the

1911 season, Burt and Dr. Horace Carncross homesteaded the

Bar BC, which is commonly recognized as the second dude ranch

in the valley/"* Dude ranching was slower to develop there, prob-

ably due to the remoteness of Jackson Hole from main rail lines.

By the 1920s, when dude ranching really began to take hold in

the valley, outside factors were appearing on the horizon that

would, in time, retard further development of dude ranching in

Jackson Hole. It was in 1926 that John D. Rockefeller II first

became interested in buying up a large part of the valley, for

eventual transferrance to the Grand Teton National Park, and
although Rockefeller favored some dude ranching in the valley,

numerous dude ranches of the 1920s have now reverted to the

park."^ It was in the 1920s that John S. Turner started his family

in dude ranching, and his grandsons, Harold, John, and Don
Turner currently operate the largest dude ranch in Jackson Hole,

the Triangle X.'''-

By the late 1920s, there were a dozen or more dude ranches in

Jackson Hole, and another dozen south and east of the valley that

advertised themselves as located in Jackson Hole.

Dubois, to the east of Jackson Hole, was also a thriving little

dude ranch town in the 1920s, the most famous of a half dozen
ranches located there being that of Charles C. Moore, the C. M.
Ranch. Below "Little Jackson's Hole," which was south of the

town of Jackson, were several more dude ranches extending south-

ward down the Hoback River to the upper valley of the Green
River. Altogether, by 1929, there were nearly 100 dude ranches
in Wyoming, most of them within this Sheridan-to-the-Green River
arc in northwestern Wyoming.

Struthers Burt has stated that dude ranching grew "willy-nilly,"

meaning in a compulsive, unplanned, unorganized manner. Each
ranch was an individual enterprise, and in the early years there

was no sense of being part of a larger industry. Organization was
forced upon dude ranching from within and from without. The
internal force for an association of dude ranchers was Larry Larom

59. Elizabeth Hayden, From Trapper to Tourist in Jackson Hole, (Jack-
son. Wyoming: By tiie author, 1957), pp. 40-41.

60. IhicJ.. p. 41: Burt wrote an interesting account of his and Carncross'
homesteading and construction of the Bar BC in his Diary of A Dude
Wrangler, pp. 87-136.

61. The creation and expansion of Grand Teton National Park, especially
the two-decade-long expansion struggle, has never been adequately dealt
with historically, although the best published treatment thus far is included
in Saylor, op. cit., pp. 154-213. Also see David C. Swain's Horace M.
Allhright, Wilderness Defender, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press
1970).

62. Harold Turner, private interview, Triangle X Ranch, Moose, Wyo-
ming. May 19, 1972.
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